Mr. Walter Gordon Wombough
August 23, 1951 - May 9, 2019

Walter G. Wombough of Neptune NJ passed away at home on May 9th. He was 67 years
old. Walt graduated from Neptune High School and then completed his education at
Trenton State College. He married the love of his life Brenda in 1974. Walt was an
extremely conscientious worker, and the two companies who benefited most from his work
ethic were Canada Dry of Neptune and New Jersey Natural Gas. As Walt continued his
employment with the Gas Company he came to view his colleagues there as family. When
he retired in 2015 Walt left with mixed emotions, and the Company hated to see him go as
well, so much so that they hired him back as an independent contractor for another two
years.
Walt's passion for living was present also in his hobbies, including photography, rooting for
his favorite sports teams, including the NY Mets and the Green Bay Packers, and artwork,
including his drawings of race cars and their drivers, especially his favorite, Tim Richmond
in the number 27 car. If you wanted to give your wheels instant street cred, Walt could
paint flames like no other. He loved NASCAR and followed it religiously for most of his life.
He loved Chevrolets, particularly his 1954 Corvette and his 1955 Chevrolet Nomad, and
was a founding member of the Mid Atlantic Nomad Association. Walt was always active
and loved playing sports as much as he loved watching them. He also loved to travel and,
together with Brenda, enjoyed many trips to vacation spots across the globe. He was an
avid music lover and enjoyed attending live shows of his favorite artists all over the
country.
Everyone who knew Walt knew him as an easy going guy, easy to talk to and a pleasure
to be around. He would give you the shirt off his back if you asked for it. He was always
the hospitable host. He was the first to share in your joy, comfort you when you were sad,
or give you a pep talk just when you needed it. His attention to detail was impeccable,
whether it was planning a trip itinerary, decorating a room, or packing a car the most
efficient way possible. And Walt was sharp--one of his great abilities was keeping his eyes
wide open so he could learn from others. He was more than willing to share the
knowledge he acquired over the years with anyone who wanted or needed it. The man
had a heart that was bigger than life and you could see that in the way he treated the
people around him.

Walt was predeceased by his parents, William, (Frank) Wombough and Helen VanBrunt
Reynolds (Ed), and a brother in law, Thomas Tallent. He is survived by his best friend and
loving wife of 45 years, Brenda (Tallent) Wombough; his cohort, buddy and precious dog
Marty; his brothers-in-law Garry Tallent- Nashville, Roger Tallent (Vicki)-Monroe NC,
Charles Tallent (Patricia)-Neptune City, Steven Tallent-Farmingdale, and Elaine Tallent
Nichols-aka "Squirt" (Michael)-Wesley Chapel, NC, along with many loving cousins,
nieces and nephews .
Friends and family are invited to the viewing on Wednesday May 15 from 3-7pm. A service
talk will be given at 6:30. The viewing will be followed by a re-past at the American Legion
hall on Gully Rd in Wall Township.
In lieu of flowers, donations to Mary's Place by the Sea in Ocean Grove, NJ would be
gratefully accepted in Walt's honor.
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Ely Funeral Home
3316 State Hwy 33, Neptune, NJ, US, 07753

Comments

“

2009 on a Mediterranean cruise we meet this fun couple from New Jersey while
waiting in line for our formal pictures- Walt and Brenda. Instant friends! Then what a
blessing to visit you at your home. You and Walt are and will be those people that
intersect our lives and leave a warm memory for a life time. Our hearts are so broken
with sadness and our love to you Brenda as the two of you seemed like one person
us- so joined together. Our love and prayers- Nancy and Gary

Nancy Deckman - May 19 at 02:12 PM

“

I remember when I was in Grammar school (Summerfield School in Neptune) my
Dad worked a summer job at Bob Barabee's Daycamp. He drove an old army bus to
pick up some of the kids going to Bob's Day Camp and was a Camp Counselor.
Sometimes, Dad would bring me and my older brother with him for the day which
started out by spending the morning at the Monte Carlo Pool in Asbury Park. Walter
was one of the kids that rode on my Dad's bus. Walter stood out because Walter's
Dad would always be there to give Walter a big hug when Walter was picked up and
always there when he was dropped off. It was clear to me that Walter and his father
loved each very much.
I knew Walter in High School and was looking forward to seeing him at the class
reunion to share this memory. Walter was a good guy. You both won the lottery when
you married each other.
Because I live out of state, I will be unable to attend his services. However, I am so
sorry for your loss and will always remember his smile.

Cindy Mohney - May 16 at 09:58 AM

“

What a fitting and beautiful Tribute to Walt and his life. May he Rest In Peace. He will
be greatly missed by everyone who knew him. I sure hope him and rich are not
getting into too much trouble up there. XO

Deborah Mansfield - May 15 at 03:19 PM

“

We first met Walt only 15-1/2 years ago, when he and Brenda took a vacation to Los
Angeles. That week was the beginning of a magical friendship that’s been filled with
mutual support, love, travel, and tons of laughter for all four of us. About a month
after they went home, we saw a small sign that reminded us of Walt. It read:

“In a world where you can be anything,
be kind”
And “Be Kind” definitely was Walt’s life anthem.
Walt was an open-hearted person who genuinely cared about other people. He was
a gracious, hospitable man, who made everyone feel comfortable, at home, safe,
and protected. Walt was smart and easy to talk with, and he could intelligently
discuss just about anything. And Walt loved to continually learn. He preferred to learn
by getting out and experiencing life….especially with Brenda, the love of his life, by
his side.
Walt always strived to be the best person he could be. He was a perfectionist, who
wasn’t perfect….thank heavens! (Even though he typically thought “he was right.”)
Walt believed in following the rules, dotting all the ‘I’s, crossing all the ‘T’s, and doing
things correctly the first time! And the 10 Commandments was Walt’s guidebook for
living.
Mark always said that Walt was clever and resourceful, and he was lucky to have
such a remarkable guy as the 'brother-of-his-heart.' You could always depend on
Walt to have your back, and to tell you the truth.
Walt liked practicability and for some things to “remain the same” (like family
traditions, and eating soup for breakfast). Yet Walt also was willing to grow and
change. He viewed life’s challenges as an opportunity to become a better person.
Walt typically met challenges head on….sometimes with anxiety or a bit of
trepidation, but most often with enthusiasm for finding a way to solve the
mystery….to fix the issue….to make that tight itinerary work…..to make something
better than it was…..or simply to make it more enjoyable for everyone!
Walt also knew how to appreciate and enjoy the simple, every day things in life. And
he photographed those “simple things” every chance he got. He was an artist with a
camera.
We’ve often heard Walt tell Brenda, “I’m a better person because you’re in my life.”
The truth is that all of US are better people because WE had Walt in OUR lives. We
will miss this incredibly complicated, genuinely kind, good-hearted and deeply loyal
man, who brought so much joy into our lives, and who taught us so very much about
life by the example that he set for living his daily life.
We will continue to give thanks each day for being lucky enough to have shared
these few years with Walt. We also will give daily thanks for still having Brenda in our
lives.
You know that Brenda volunteers at “Mary’s Place by the Sea.” Hanging on Mary's
wall is a colorful, uplifting sign that states:
“If you want to know how much you are loved,
count all the waves in the sea.”

That is how much Walt and Brenda love one another. And we believe that many of us
love Walt and Brenda with that same depth of feeling. That’s the type of love that
connects all of us….and it’s the type of love that cannot be lost.
Walt, we feel your love, and we deeply miss you.

Cheryl and Mark Duran - May 15 at 03:18 PM

“

I had the chance to chat with Walter only once at the Lamplighter's celebration. I
immediately felt his warmth and his enthusiasm for photography. From the beautiful
messages I have read, I am sorry that I didn't have more chances to get to know him.
My prayers and sympathies are with his family at this sad time. May he rest in peace
and always be remembered by those whose lives he touched.
Sincerely, Lisa Hamilton

Lisa Hamilton - May 15 at 11:53 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Patricia Tallent - May 15 at 08:56 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Patricia Tallent - May 15 at 08:54 AM

“

I worked with Walt at NJNG for many years and he was an honest, hard-working
associate. He loved talking about Brenda. Sorry to hear of Walt’s passing.

Robin Riddle - May 14 at 05:04 PM

“

Garden Accent Stone - 'Wherever a beautiful soul...' was purchased for the family of
Mr. Walter Gordon Wombough.

May 14 at 02:19 PM

“

I was fortunate to have run into Walt just days before he passed where he offered me
retirement advice for my pending retirement from NJNG. I will always cherish that
conversation; the time that he took offer his advise. I could have never imagined
what was about to unfold. He told me how he was enjoying his retirement, traveling
with his wife, and working on his car. Walt was always kind, smiling and a pleasure to
talk with. He will be missed. I am so very sorry for your loss. May he rest in peace.
Best regards,
Susie Gray

Susie Gray - May 14 at 11:46 AM

“

I will miss you Walt! It was always a pleasure to chat with you about music, travel
and work. You were meticulous in your work and in your comportment. A gentleman
through and through. I never met Brenda, but your deep and abiding love of her was
always evident -- she was never far from your thoughts. Godspeed and rest in peace
my dear friend. Thank you for your kindness through the years.
Eileen Quinn, NJNG

Eileen Quinn - May 13 at 07:12 PM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Theresa M Doyle - May 13 at 03:15 PM

“

Walt, not a day would go by while working with Brenda that she didn't talk about the
love of her life and your history together and the plans that you had. While we only
met a few times, you were always such a sweet guy, and this screwed up world has
lost yet another good one. Rest in peace, Walt, and be sure to visit Brenda and Marty
often and let them know you are always with them.
Chris Cokefair

Christine Piazza - May 13 at 01:18 PM

“

I loved chatting with Walt about classic corvettes!

CHRISTINE COX - May 12 at 07:53 PM

“

In every photograph of him we see that wonderful smile, especially with his
sweetheart. I am so very grateful that I had the opportunity to meet this wonderful
man. In the very short time I had to spend with him, we discovered our mutual love of
cars and photography. He just lit up! But above all, he clearly demonstrated in every
way his endearing love for his Brenda and family. I join you and so many others in
celebration of his beautiful life. Walt will be smiling upon you. With love and
blessings, Nicki

Nicki Germaine - May 12 at 06:00 PM

“

Jim and Meg Walton purchased the Sympathy Fruits Abound for the family of Mr.
Walter Gordon Wombough.

Jim and Meg Walton - May 12 at 11:30 AM

“

I am so sorry Brenda I didnt know. My heart goes out to you I know how close you
two were. You are in my prayers.

Lynda Chaney - May 11 at 03:26 PM

“

You will be sorely missed. One of my favorite memories of you was always trying to
get me to "hit the ball the other way!" You were passionate about everything you did
and everyone you knew. My deepest sympathy to you, Brenda. Everyone should
have a chance to experience the purest love you both shared. Ceil

Ceil - May 10 at 08:21 PM

