Mrs. Mary Joan Ritter
November 4, 2018

Mary Joan Ritter (nee Neaves) went to be with her savior on November 4, 2018 in Dayton,
Ohio. "Joanie" as she was known to so many, graduated from Neptune High School, class
of 1962 with her sweetheart, C. Stephen Ritter. She graduated from Ann May school of
Nursing , here, in 1965, she worked on the Pediatric unit at Fitkin Memorial Hospital. In
1967 she married the love of her life, "Steve", Their marriage would span 36 wonderful
years, built on Christian principles and fueled by her love of family. Joan worked in various
positions in nursing, but her greatest passion was her dedication to family, rendering
heartfelt compassionate care for her entire life. She was a beloved mother, friend, and
confidante to many. Joan was involved in volunteering in many ways, for school activities
of her daughters, Monmouth Council of Girl Scouts, and West Grove UMC Sunday School
and VBS, church choir and UMW. Through the years, she lived by example and
generously gave of herself to anyone in need.
A new grandmother, in 1995 and then 2000, she was very active in the lives of her
grandchildren, here. Her devotion knew no bounds and it was reflected in her friendships
forged over the years!
In 2005 she relocated to Dayton, Ohio with her daughter Stephanie Olson where she
continued her enjoyment of family and volunteerism in the community there, as well. She
welcomed two more grandchildren and helped with all their events as well! In 2015 Joan
moved to Spring Hills Singing Woods, Dayton, Memory Care.
She was preceeded in death by her parents, Willaim and Elsie Neaves, two sisters, Janet
Carr and Helen Miller and her brother William L. Neaves, JR.
She is survived by her daughters: Caren (Don) Sanns and children Ryan, Cathryn,
Andrew and Sarah and Stephanie (Sean) Olson and their children Carly and Hans.
Memorial service will be January 4, 2019 Ely funeral Home Neptune- 10AM -12 PM.
Interment is private.
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Memorial Gathering 10:00AM - 12:00PM
Ely Funeral Home
3316 State Hwy 33, Neptune, NJ, US, 07753

